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tation of specie or gold should take place for the use
of the Emperor, or any other foreign power, until
the sense of parliament should have been taken on
the subject, upon a full review of the causes of the
present exigencies of the public." It might be
said that hi a season of such great difficulties, it was
not probable that the minister of the country would
take a step which would add so much to their pres-
sure. With regard to his professions, he had seen
him so often abandon them, that he no longer re-
posed any trust either in his representations or his
promises. He now phiced as little confidence in
his discretion. After his boasting but a few months
ago of the high state of public credit; after vaunt-
ing his address in filching* so much money from the
country without its being publicly known ; and after
bringing down the communication of this day, what
confidence could he (Mr. Sheridan) place in his
discretion? It was not enough for the house to leave
him to be guided by the dictates of his prudence,
for prudence they found by dire experience he
did not possess; nor was it their duty to be satis-
fied by his professions, for they had witnessed his
promises no sooner made than broken; they ought
to say not only that he ought not, but that he dared
not to do it. He (the Chancellor of the Exchequer)
might plead that the faith of the country was
pledged to the Emperor; but was not the faith of
the Bank also pledged to its creditors? If the right
honorable gentleman urged, that withholding sup-
plies from the Emperor would occasion great in-
conveniencies in carrying on the war, he would
grant that this might be true; but of two evils
they were to choose the least, and then he would
ask if there was any man who thought that were we
to go on furnishing money to the imperial army,
that this country would find any compensation to
their possible, or even probable successes, for the
certain evils which it would thereby sustain ? He
concluded with repeating his determination to take